The “First 25 Years...
1956-1981

=

> A e L
David Low

=

S S

StCDavid & St SMartin®Presbyterian éﬂ' irch

OTTAWA, ONTARIO




rREFACE

This is not the first history of St. David and St. liartin
fresbyterlan Church., A history was written for the twentieth
anniversary by Jack lacdonnell and other historical summaries
have appeared from time %o time. These have been very helnful
in orevarine the nresent work. However, on the ocecasion of the

wenty-flfth amivereary it was felt that a more detailed history
was in order and this inveolved disging a little deewmer into

church records and »Hrobing the minds and memories of parishoners

and others for information that for one reason or another doesn't
get into the official records. Having been a member of St. lartin's
from 1958 to the union of the two churches in 196&, I was much
more familiar with its haﬂnenlnﬁs than with those of St. David's

and am most srateful to ilrs. Sheila Spears, irs. Joan Dav1d and

Er, R. d. dhvte for the material and iaformation they »Hrovided

about their church on Donald Street.

When told that the history would nrobably run on to about
fifty mazes or so, somne members expressed surprise that there
was this much to write about. But the truth is, that much more
would have to be written to tell the full story, After all, the
history of a church is the history of the contributions of lts
members individually, =2nd collectively, and the coztrlbutors are
so many snd the areas of activity so extensive that it is difficult
to fit everythinsg into a nattern. The main objective has been
t0 ex»nlain how the church cane into oelnﬂ, how it srew, what its
nroblens were and what it has achieved in its first twenty-flve
years., Undoubtedly, some readers may £ind that evenis of importance
have been left out while others of llttle 51~n1flcance have been
included. For these errors of omission and commission I anologize.

Thanks are due to Dr. Wotherswoon, our iinister, Josh Purney,
Clerk of the Session, and Don rurdy, Chairman of the Anniversary
Committee for readins the preliminary draft of the manuscript,
offerins su~restions and makinz corrections to the inevitable
errors that creep into a work of this kind. Any errors that
remain are mine. A snecial "Thank you" nust also be siven to
John Ball for desisznin-~ the cover and to Bonnie Hastings for
nroofreadin~ and typing the manuscript — a task she willingly
undertook on rather short notice.

o

Fred iiatch,.
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1956 — 1281

In 1956 four new con~revsations were formed in the Jttawa
.resbytery, namely: St. David's in Overbrook, St. llartin's in
fianor iark, St. izul's in .oodroffe and St. Timothy's in Alta Vista..
Some twelve years later the first two azreed to join together as
one congresation and rededicated themselves to the work of our
.crd Jesus Christ as St. David and St. iartin iresbyterian Church.

As explained in an historical summary written in observance
of the congrezation's twentieth anniversary by Jack lMacdonnell, a
man who had an excentional understandin~ of church history and church
affairs, it all began in the Autumn of 1255. At that time, Ottawa
was growing rapidly and in October az n»reliminary survey of the
eastern suburbs was carried out by the Extension Committee of
~resbytery to determine how many .resbyterian families there were
who felt the need for local church services and Sunday School classes.
The 2reztest reswonse came from Overbrook Heishts and lanor Park
with more than fifty families in each community reswonding to the
call. In view of this, zrrangements were made to begin services in
these two areas as soon as »ossible.

From that voint on until they joined forces the histories
of the two son=rezations run closely parallel. St. David's was the
Tirst to orzanize and the first.to build. The first service wasg
conducted on October 16 in the Overbrook iublic School by the
Reverend James Thomnson of the Zxtension Commititze under whose
directidon the survey had been carried out and who was to play a very
important part in shepherding ‘the two senarate groups to congregational
status., The service was attended by forty adults, and fifty-LTive
children were enrolled in the Sunday School. According to an
historiczl note in the l.inute Book of St. David's ilirk Session

much of the credit for the successful turnout was credited to

Irs. i V. Yorke "whose services were invaluable. She found the

ma jority of the children for the Sunday School znd also persuaded

five ladies to teach classes." Strencely enouszh, the name of this
zood woman about whom we would li%e to know more does not appear
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agzain in the church records but some of the founding members remember
her as a parishioner of one of the older churches, most likely

destminster, which in various ways helped the new congregations to
get established.

After the service a meeting was held and a2 local management
committee was formed with the Reverend Thompson as chairman and
i'r. James V. Barton as treasurer. Other members included
Mrs. . Couturier, iiiss Jean Hamilton, Nr. J. Harrison, fir., H, Traill
and iirs Re J, idhyte. The primary objective of this groun was to
obtain formal recognition from .resbytery as a congregation. It was
explained that this would require the solid support of at least fifty
families which, if offerincs were un to expectation, would provide
an income of around §10,000, Until the congregation was in a position
to eall a minister of its owm, iresbyterywould nrovide a minister as
interim moderator and to assist him in looking after the s»iritual
needs of the congregzation, an interim or assessor session would be
set un by sresbytery with elders from some of the established churches.
Although content for the time beinﬁ'to meet in the school the group
naturally looked forward to having its own nlace of worshln ln order
to develon a fuller sniritual life, gain a sense of anlty and
indevpendence and enter more completely into the work of ‘the Church
as a whole.

During the w1nter months the management committee carrled
out an extensive house to house V131tatlon of the Overbrook area.
Hundreds of new homes were reached +o0 ensvre that everyone who was
interested in joining the groun and who might be in a D051tion to’
help was given the onportunity to do so. By liarch a 1list of abovt
150 families had been coﬁnlled. Services were held every uunday
conducted by the Reverend Thompson, sonetimeg assisted by two students
of the graduating class at :.nox College, Zdward “culnley and
David Smith. A uomen's Fellowship was organized in February with
L.rs. Barton as honorary president, irs. D. . Spears as nresident,
and : rs. John 3rez as secretary, and about thirty-five other members.®

“#Iincluded amon<e the others Vere: LrS. Reli. samble, secretary,

LrSe Do Connerty, :.rs. D.3e .yle, worshin convener, ..rs. Lawrence
Finnig=n, :rs. *ercy Alderice, irs. David Smith and i i o Jelre Bell,
nroaram committee, !rs. R.J. whyte, sick committee and irs. W.D., ilillar,
welcome and welfare,
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“inety children were enrolled in the Sunday School. Lr. i, Snow
served zs the Svnday School sunerintendent and the other teachers,
including those recruited by ..rs. Yorke, were 'Is. J. Dear,

liiss J. Adair, irs. J. Jacobs, :rs. Larable, iirs. V. Barrett and
i'iss Betty Couturier. lieetinss were sometimes held in private homes
and zlso in St. Lucy's Anglican Church liall which was available for

various community activities,.

The averaze attendance at Sunday services was anproxinately
forty adults which indicates that many of those who had exnressed
an interest in church activities were not firmly committed. However,
it was Telt that they were notential members who might become involved
once the conzregation was proverly constituted.® Thus on Sunday
Anril 8, 1956, at an afternoon meeting in St. iucy's all, the groun
resolved that a vnetition requesting consre-ational status should be
presented to iresbytery as soon as »possible. Accordingly, a netition
signed by one hundred and forty mersons representing more than seventy
families was delivered to sresbytery the following week by 2 snecial
committee which included i.J. Jhyte, J. Harrison, li. Snow, Jean Hamilton
and ! rs. Finnesan. ‘he prayer of the netition was formally granted
at a meetine of .resbytery on Anril 1%.

Reverend Z.3.3. Foote, a former naval chanlain who was %o
become well-known to the wmeonle of St. .artin‘'s as well as 5t., David's,
wae named interim moderator. Ilir. .. 3. 3eckinghem of St. Andrew's
rresbyterian Church was apnointed Clerk of the interim session whose
other members were J, R. lLac:herson of [noX, . ¢, tiles of Lrskine,
leil I‘athies of St. 3iles and R. Ferrier 3Jurns of St. Andrew's.

e first session meeting was held immediately after the granting

of the petition. In addition to Reverend Foote and the five assessor
elders the Reverend Ian Burnett of St. Andrew's, who at the time was
chairman of the Ottawa lresbytery Extension Committee, and Reverend
Thompson were also on hand to advise on matters rertaining to the

welfare of the new congregation.

¥E{ ihe time there were mo other -rotestant Churches in Overbrook
althourh St. .ucy's Anglican Church liall, which belonged to St. Margaret's
on i.ontreal Road was sometimes used for Anglican gservices. later on,
Eastbrook united Church was built on Donald Street not far from

St. David's and 5t. Faul's Anzlican Church was Tuilt on Prince Albert

Street.,
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One of the first tasks of the session was to arrange for
the admission of members to St. David's lresbyterian Church. In this,
much work fell to the Clerk of Session, .r. Beckingham, which helps
4o illustrate something of the responsibilities pertaininz to the
incumbent of this particular office. As the custodian of church
records he was required to nrocure the various record books such as
the 3esgsion inute 3Jook; the Communion Roll and Register; 3irths,
Larriagzes and Deaths Register and, of course, a good supnly of
Communion Cards. le was also respnonsible for sendinz out form letters
to all the nmetitioners advising them to join at the earliest ovpor-.
tunity which would be at a wreparstory service scheduled for the
evening of iizy 24 in the Anglican Church lall. Ir. Beckingham also
had %o obtain a set of Communion Service silver for a Communion
Service to be held on Sunday :ay 27.% Although he had the surport
and assistance of other members of Session it was his responsibility
to see that ail was in order at the anpointed time — and of course,
it was.

At the preparatory service on l.ay 24, a .Jednesday,
twenty-seven were accepted into the congregation by translerence ol
certificate from their former church, five vpersons who apparently
lost or mislaid their certificates, as even faithful sresbyterians
sometimes do, became members by snecial resolution of the session
and thirteen who were received by vrofession of faith "took upon
themselves their membership vows". At a special meeting of the
segsion before the Communion Service on the following Sunday two
more members were received by profession of faith. Altogether
sixty-one persons, fifty members and eleven visitors took Communion
— St. David's iresbyterian Church was now well and truly formed.

The temporal affairs-of the congregation were looked after
by a board of managers which was elected soon after the petition was
sranted by iresbytery. The chairman was Iir. Jo K. Bell, James 3Barton
was treasurer and the other members included :r. R. J. whiyte,
ir, Douslas Snears, lir. Donald i.acDonald and i.iss Jean Hamilton.

Tt i not certain where this Communion set was obtained but most
likely it was borrowed from St. Andrew‘s. Later on, a Communion
set was donsted to St. David's by inox resbyterian Church at
Woodstock.
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Zeceived by wrofession of faith .av 24, 1256:

»iss GAdns Findlay

.ias Leura findlay
iss . arjorie Findlay

L Prs. £ Plimesan

(TS, s Flatt

. T, .Oormar. ourie

. rS. d. @ cllroy

irs, D. 1.2acDonald

2 rsS. D. tachonald
I.iss 8. Randall
Lrs, Douglas Spears
irs. 2dith Stevens
bry B He Praill

Received by transfer of certificate I ay 24, 1956:

Ur. de V. Barton

Irs. J« V. Barton

wle e e Bell

KI‘S. L-‘:l':o ;:. BE:!..].

ir. John drez

L r8.s John Brew

ir. e A, Couturier
irs, '« A. Couturier
ir, Pred Dunbar

{ TSe. s Hs Famble

i rs Thomas iiamilton
1.rs. Thomas Hamilton
iiiss Jean ilamilton
iir. Jd. 8. 3, Harrison
1PSe Je Be Ge Harrison

i’r. i.e R. h:orsley
irs. 11s R, Horsley
rg, <, Howlett

Lre I, Ga Lyle

irg, D. 3, Byle
1rs. Angusg ..o"an
irs. ‘e« B. iatterson
I.igs B. Randall
ire 17« D+ Russell
Lrs. ive Do Zussell
Lr. James .hyte
iirs. James uhyte

By resolution of the Session ilay 24, 1956:

ir. B. Co veffrey
Lrs. . C. Jeffrey
PS8, te e uelth

i Ts Je nCoaughlin
1 IS. d, :cirgaughlin

-

8y rofession of faith .ay 27, 1956:

ir, D, L. GConnerty

ir, douglas Snears

By transfer of certificate October 26, 1956:

ire Ra Ha & ls
I'rs, Sscvher [ ilier
ire s Ils Snow
Irs, e ¥o Snow

ir, e Cavers
irs, . Cavers
TS, Je S, cavergne

D'S :RESBYTSRIAT CI{URCH 1056

i.iss Elizabeth Couturier
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It was not lons before the members of the Board were involved in
discussions with the Extension Committee of Iresbytery concerning
the construction of a church buildine. The site chosen was a large
field about 675 feet deep and 130 feet wide on Donald Street near®
Telford which was nurchased by .resbytery for 314,500, liost of the
parishoners lived in the area immediately south of Donald Street
which a2t the time was only a dirt road and sometimes a very muddy
one. There was still a lot of onen space but many new homes were
being built and the develonment was rapidly expanding.

Building a church was an expensive vroposition. In the
beginning St. David’'s and St. Hartin's had little to contribute but
their faith and while this is 2 most essential ingredient, money had
to be found. This ig where Fresbytery had a most imnertant role to ~
play. Indeed, rresbytery had to assist all the four churches that
were planning to build. The total amount of money required was in
the neighbourhood of half a million dollars — far more than
Fresbytery had available for extension wort, Althougzh it had access
to the Church Zxtension Fund of the rresbyterian ChuxCll lm Cexnada
this fund was badly run down because of its many outstanding loans
and also because heavy demands were being made on it by the sudden
increase in church building after the Second torld dar. Lwittle help
could be exnected from this source dbut the Ottawa rresbytery was
emnowered to raise a building fund by assessins local churches:

St. Andrew's, knox, .estminster, St. Giles 2nd Brskine. About

$50,000 was raised in this manner, most of it comingz from St. Andrew's
by no means a wealthy church but a very generous one. On the advice
of ir. Clarence i'itts, a member of St. Andrew's and financial

adviser to :resbytery, this money was invested and used as security
for obtaining loans and mortgages. The sites for the various churches
were purchased outright by rresbytery, again on the advice of IT. Pitts
and also of i'r. Thomas Foulkes, a member of St. Stephen's congreszation
and a well-known enzineer whose business experience and understanding
of land values was invaluable to Presbytery at this »articular time,
The land acquired for the sites also became 2 form of collateral

that rresbytery was able to use to obtain loans and mortgages for

the new conzregstions at very reasonable rates. To do this, however,

¥The =mddiress of the Church was 473 Donald Sireet.
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it was required to form a new limited company known as The
Corporation of the iresbytery of Ottawa through which the financial
transactions were made. GOven so, this does not fully exnlain how
fifty thousand dollars received from the older churches and another
fifty thousand in building sites was stretched to cover construction
nrojects costing almost half a million. The answer seems to lie

in the extensive influence and business ability of ir. ritts and
nossibly the use of his own personal assets as security.

in the summer of 1957 all was in readiness for the
construction of 3%. David's iresbyterian Church to commence. The
sod-turning ceremony, nerformed by Dr. Surnett, took nlace on
Phursday, July 25, and was witnessed by about two hundred mneonle.
Dr. Durnett also read the »rayers of dedication, iir, Smith read
the serinture lesson and the benedictiong were said by the
Reverend .orne .emoine. Amonz the clergy nresent was the
Reverend .. C. :otherspoon recently inducted zs the pastor of
St. lartin's ivesbyterian Church in Ilanor rark. In renorting the
ceremony, the Ottawa Citizen included a ncte on the structure that

was to be raised on the site:

The new 225-gseat church will be constructed by

F, &, Cumminrs Construction Conmnany : imited, and

the edifice was designed by Burgess and :.coean,®
architects. :ork will start immedistely and

occupancy is scheduled for the latter nart of December.

On the main floor there will be an overflow gallery,

choir seatinz in the chancel und a minister’s vestry.
Facilities Ffor a church schocl and fellowshin activities,
comnlete with a larcze kitchen, will be provided dowvnstairs.

Wwhen finighed, the building is expected to cost
anproximately 560,000,

Some Four months later, on October 3, the corner stone was laid
by Senator Iorman k., .atterson.*® Construction went on into the
winter monthe and was comnleted at the end of January.

TF  O.ean end . so-hadyen. ©he name of ®tne firm had recently been
chanved. 5t. David®s and also 8t. llartin's, was desizned by
r, J. Ilalcolm ilc..ean.

#H3engtor vatierson also donated $500,00 to the church which was
uged to nurchase a communion table and a cross for the chancel

well.
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The building was dedicated on Februsry 2 in a very imnressive
service which beran with the nresentation o6f the keys by
i r, Douglas S»nears, chairman of the buildine committee, to the
Reverend Lorne .emoine, moderator of .resbytery. The zuest sneaker
for the snecial occasion was the Reverend Ronald Rowat, Sunerintendent
of :.issiong for the Synod of . ontreal and Ottaws and a suest
soloist, : iss Jean Lowey of Toronto, sang "Open the Gates of the
Temnle®. Scripture lessons ' were read by the Reverend Robert Zood
of ZSrskine Church znd the Reverend Peter .otherspoon.

At the tinre of the dedication St. David's did not yet
have 2 minister of its own. One reason for this was that the
sresbyterian Church in Canada was expanding fairly rapnidly, as
witnessed by the develomment of four new srouns in Ottawa, and
there was a critical shortase of ministers for the new »Hulnits.
Graduztes of inox Collere were usually called %o more remote mission
fields and new corcresstions in urban centres, especially smaller
ones like 3t. David'é. sometimes found it difficult to find a
nermanent minister. leverend Dr. Ernie Foote, the interim nHastor
was called away before the new church was comnleted and in October
was renlaced by the Reverend David Smith who had been associated
with the concresation while he was still s student at inox College.™
Ir, Smith remained with St. David's for a little over a year beinsg
called to snother charge early in 19259. :e was followed by another
interim moderator a wointed by iresbytery, the Reverend .illiam Duffy,
who filled in until Sentember 1959 when the consregation was
fortunate in obtaining the full-time services of the .everend
i, . Brown.

In snite of the difficulties in obtaining a permanent
minister the congregation of St. David's wroved itself to be a
dedicated, regourceful and active groun. Its members continued to
make their nresence felt in the community by house to house
visitations and other sctivities and were rewarded by witnessing
their numbers erow steadily, if slowly, to a noint where attendance
2t Sunday services reached one hundred, though it was usually
somewhat below this fisure. St. David's had a ken's Association,

7y, Smith ~redusted from .nox Collerse o: .2y 1, 1954 and was
ordrined on vune 23 in $%. Andrew's, Uttawa. After sraduation he
was 2 vointed to the .resbhytery of vittawa for extension worlk.
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o .Jomen's Fellowshin, a C.i.i1.T. and dxplorers' group for girls and
a Sirma "C" organization for boys. In Joan David the Church had a
eifted orzanist and choir leader and the Sunday School under the
svpidance of ir. D. liayman, who was succeeded 2as suverintendent by
Stan _ogzan in 1265, remained vibrant.

The first elders to be inducted from among members of the
congrezation were 'essrs. John rez, Donald iyle and Jim «hyte who
were ordained in i.arch 1957, '‘‘wo more elders, J. i.cDonald and
i. A, Couturier were elected in Januvary 1957, Soon after the
onening of the new buildings the interim elders, who had more or
less fulfilled their purpose, were relieved of their duties with
the excention of C. F. Beckincham who was persuaded o continue to
serve as Clerk of the Session for s few months longer. ’le was renlaced
by D. ..cDonald in January 1052 and on the latter's resisnation in
Sentember Jim <hyte azreed to accent the duties and resnongibilities

of thig office znd continuved to do so until St. David's and S5t. lartin's
were smaleamated in 196€,



= D

Communion Yable and Cross

Communion lLinen

ilver

s

Communion

Altar Deslk

Choir Sowms

Liymn Soards

mecturn 3ible

~ecturn Fall and [ arker

Organ
sulpit Bible, iarker
and ijymn ook

Sulnit fell

Choir .iymn 3ooks

ZIFES 00 ST. DAVID'S RESBYFERIAL CHURCH

from Senator iormsn i, .atterson

from i.rs. Barton and the i c¢Blroy
Family (in memory of their Father
and i.other, :r. and (rg, David
L.eElroy)

from .nox .resgbyterian Church,
Woodstock, Ontario.

from .r. snd L.rs. Gordon HRombough

from Jomen's Fuild, St. Andrew's
iresbyterian Church, Uttawa.

from :r. snd . rs. Jack 3Brez (in
memory of their daushter, Sandra
Susanne }

Pamily 3ible from . iss lisobel iill
Dunbar and :rs. . K,

from Lrs. .
Bel.l’ SI‘ %

from St. David's Consresation (in
menory of relatives and friends who
zave their lives in World War II)

from Ir. and irs. F. {. Fee (In
memory of :rg. Fee's Father, the
Reverend David Findlay)

from i:iss Zleanor Carey (In memory
of her father, the Reverend 3.
Buchanan-Carey)

from liary i.asson Club of knox
sresbyterizn Church, Ottawa.
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The early history of St. liartin's closely resembles that
of St. Devid®’s. It followed the same ste~ by sten proeess in
its develooment and received much the same spiritusl and temporal
suidance and sunport from iresbytery. The startine noint, following
the survey of the eastern suburbs, was a meeting neld on
October 25, 1955 in iianor .ark iublic School with Reverend
Lorne -emoine of the Extension Committee =g chairman. The result
of this meeting was = unanimous decision %o begin religious
services with the heln of Illessrs. Thompson, iichinley and Smith
who were glready woriking with St. David*s. The first serviee
wag held on iiovember 13 in the schocl auvditorivm. As had been
done at St. David's, 2 loeal committee was then organized under
the Reverend J. 11, Thomngon's leadershin; the other members being
David A. Reid, secretary, . J. Grant, J. Stewart, D. G. Fooderham
and 1rS. Do il» Campbell. The first meeting of the committee, held
on liovember 23, was taken up with guestions of church orcanization
and nisns to hold a Christmas »arty for the Sunday Sehool.

The first major task of the committee was a house to house
vigitation and the comnilaetion of a nominal role of notential
members., =This got under way early in the new year and was
continued through to the end of Anril, The members of ths committee,
and also the zroup as = whole, were much concerned with the
selection of a name for the conzrecaiion and their approach to
this »roblem is recorded in interesting detail in the Minutes.

The matter sppears to have first been brought un by David Reid

at 2 meeting of the whole sroup after the Sunday service on

Avril 15 when it was decided to netition .resbytery for formal
establishment as s congresatim. As for = name the Reverend Thompson
exnlained thst it was the wish of .resbytery to associate the

names of %the four new churches with Celtic pre-Reformation Saints.
This met with mixed reception as some members felt that the name
should heve soms local significance. After some discussion it

was agreed to defer the choiece of a neme to the next zroup meeting.
it was discussed aszin by the management committee on the following
daturday when five names were nronosed by the Reverend Jim Thompsons
St, ..inian, St. hentizern, St. Aiden, St. iagnus and St. llartin,
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According to the linutes of the meetinz "There was a very lively
discussion and it soneared that some members considered the name
should be chosen not for its relisious significance but for its
euphoniousness and annearance on s hockey jersey,.," .hether

this was sszid with tongue in cheek or whether some thou~ht

was oiven to s»onsoring a church hockey team it is difficult

to say as the .‘inutes don't enlighten us further on that aspect
of the =matter. At any rate, the five names were then »ut to =z
vote and St. Lartin was the only one selected by 21l six members
of the committee. This was sunported by another oroup meeting
after chureh on oy 6. ‘Two deys later the »etition, which was
siened by 130 individuals renresentins some seventy families,
was wesented to .resbytery by Javid leid, . 3. Baxter,

4o Co 3rant and irs. Crais Camnbell suanorted by a small
delesation of foundine menmbers. T“he »etition was <ranted and
on tay &, 1956 the con-regetion established as St. :artin's
:resbyterian Church.

The Reverend .orne ..enoine was named interim moderator of
S%. ..artints thoush the Reverend Jdim Yhomvnson and the Reverend
David smith continued to assist in various ways as did
Dr. ian 2urnett, linister of St. Andrew's and Chairman of the
.resbytery Ixtension Committee., ‘'‘he interim session consisted
of Donsld Dinlock, Cler of Session, ¢ohn 4. Donald, J. 3. fac.ay,
J. R. ienzies of $t. andrew's Church and Dr. !, D. Zrant of inox.
They lived either in [anor -ark or-Rockcliffe Viillare and were
thus familisr with the arez in which the church was to be built,

The [.anagzement Committee, havinz fulfilled the purnose for
which it wes chosen, was now dissolved and renlaced by =2 Board
of .anagsers elected at a congresational meeting on itlonday
June 4, 1955, Al Copland, who had been a member of the committee,
becanme Shairman of the Board, ¢. D. Duncan was secrebtary and
ieor~e Daxter was treasurer. The other members included
David Reid, Donsld Doyle, J. H. Stewart, Crais Camwbell,
J. .eiver and ieith .alker. It is worth notinzg that of the
ten board members, five were Hrofessional soldiers or sirmen
(Saxter, Reid, Doyle, .eiper and Duncan). .oreover, the Chairman,
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Al Conland had only recently retired from the Air Forece and

still another founding member who wore zsn sir force uniform

on workine days was 3ill srant who had orgzanized the Sunday School
and served both as secretary and treasurer. Their nresence
clearly reflects the contribution made by servicemen snd their
wives to the early history of 3%t. Lartin's which, of course, is
not surprising considerins thet the military base at Roekeliff

was close~by and the Arny =and Air Force Chaplains gave morale
sunnort to the civilian sroun.

On 26 June a snecial joint meeting of the interim Session
and the Board of .anarmers was called to discuss a »nronosal
“that consideration be ~iven to the callin~ of =2 minister for
St. lZartin's at this tine." Finances, of course, were = major
underlyings consideration in this undertaking. The weekly
offerin~s were averagin< only zbout 550,00 a Sunday, barely enough
to meet the ninimum stivend of 33,000.00 a year. Iven considering
that gasoline was then selling for thirty-five cents 2 gallon
and wrine rib for Tifty cents a »nownd this would not make 2 very
attractive offer. iowever, it was expected that the conrrezation,
and ho»nefully the offerins as well, would increase in the I'all.
Jesides, the .omen's Auvxiliary, formed with 'rs. D, Ii, Campbell
as wresident, was workins on z tarset of ;1,007,090 for the current
vear and just in case it was needed a bant overdraft of ;3,000,00
had been arranged for by the loard/

At 2 consrezational meeting on July 1 a vacancy comnmittee
consistin~ of two menbers of the Session, two members of the Soard
and two renresentstives of the congregation, (rs. J. U, l.agee and
irs, 1. D, Johnston, was chosen and char-ed with the res»Honsibility
of +talince immediste stens to call 2 minister. This was becoming
all the more ursent =28 the lleverend .orne .lemoine, the interim
minister, was also the »ustor of Cughman iemorial Church in iull
and thus could not ~ive his undivided attention to the needs of
the vouns church in l.anor .ark.
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‘then I'all came wound =znd the various church groups returned
to their labours the vacancy at St. ..artin's had not been filled.,
in . ovember, however, it came to the attention of the committee
in some round-about way that = certain Dr. reter Jothersnoon who
had recently returned to Canada from Scotland where he comnleted
nost-araduste studies in theology and vho was currently serving
in a church near Red Deer, Alberta, had heard of the vacancy at
3t. lartin's and ex-ressed interest in it. Subsequently, the
vacancy committee "recelved oninions of those who had heard
Dr. jothersnoon preach znd considered recommendations from other
sources which were most flatteringz." Althourh it h~d other
candidates in mind as well, the committee exnressed its
sreference for Dr. dothers»oon and requested : T Lemoine to
anoroach him and find out if he would accent =2 call to the Church
"if duly nresented to him", A telenhone cell to :illowdale,
Alberta sscertained thet Dr. .othergnoon would allow his name to
stand for consideration. It then came about that "At a meeting
of the conzresation in ! anor .ark .ublic School on 256%h - ‘ovember
1956, the name of Reverend .. C. Jotherspoon ... was selected
by ballot and the Session was to forward a czll %o the Fresbytery.
This call was accented ... and it was acreed that he should begin
his i"inigtry at St. lartin®s on 1lst February 1257."

Just before the arrival of the new liinister another
noteworthy event occurred — the election and induction of three
nembers of the conzrezation to the eldershin of the Church, ihe
bpallots were counted on December 16 2nd the first elders of
St, .ortii's: David deid, Al Copland and 5ill srant were inducted
by the Reverend .emoine on Sunday, ganuzry 20. At a meeting of
the Session immediately after the serviece the three new menbers
were voted into offices of resnonsibility by the interim elders,
David Reid renlacing Donald Dinlock as Clerk, Al Copland renlacinz
Dr. d. Do irant as re-resentative of the concregation at rresbytery
and 5ill ireant becomins session reoresentative to the Soard of
I snacers. 1t was nerhans a bit unusual to act with such haste
in burdenins new elders with nositions of regronsibility vut it
was done a2t the sucpestion of the interim moderator and the
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willing congent of the assessor members of Session who did the
nominatine and electin~. Ilowever, the assessor elders, whose
exnerience and guidance was a creat asset, continued to serve
until some time after Dr. .iotherspoon was inducted as liinister
of St, llartin's.

Accompanied by his wife Carol, Dr. .lothersnoon arrived in
Ottawa in the last week of January and on February 1l was
inducted as i:inister of 5%. .artints Church. The event was
recorded in the Session Record Boolk:

At a service at lnox Church, Ottawa on lst February, 1957,

The Reverend :eter C. iothersnoon H.4., ~hD. (Zdinburgh)

was inducted as liinister of this Church. The Service

was conducted by the leverend .orne ~emoine. The Right

Reverend Dr. Finlay 3. Stewart, ;_oderator of the Zeneral

Assembly preached the sermon and the Reverend James Thompson
save the charge to Dr. iotherspoon. A recention was held

~fter the service.

On 3 Pebruary 1957, in the auditorium of ianor .ark rublic
School Dr, .iotherspoon ~renched his first sermon as pastor of
St, artin's. le conducted his first meeting as moderator of
the session later in the same day at the home of David Reid
on Zastbourne Avenue, A week later he conducted his firast
Communion Service and on Pebruary 18 met with the Doard of
Lianacers, again at the Reid residence., Iin between he had =2
meetinz with the Jomen's Auvxiliary, made his first get-acquainted
vigits to homes in Lianor rark and senerally followed a busy
schedule which was to be characteristic of his ministry. Under
his guidance the congresation continued to advance along the
lineg already mapped out. Attention was ziven to gaining new
members and wideninz the scope of activities, iike St. David's,
St. iartin's engazed in the sector irojeet with other nrotestant
churches for encouraging increased offerings and increased
participation by its cormunicant members and adherents in church
activities., In iay 1957 three new elders, Bill lLarge, Jack Boan
and Jack :acdonnell were inducted and the assessor elders withdrew.
On leaving, they presented the congresation with a pulpit Bible.
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At this time the interest of the congregation was centered
on the construction of 2 church buildine., The selection of a
suitable site had been under discussion since Anril 1956.
_ossible locations on Hemlock Road, which was then not built
un as it is to-day, on the east side of 5t, Laurent Boulevard
and on the west side oppnosite the shonping centre had been
looked at andfor one reason or another had been nassed over.
ironerty adjoining the south side of the power statlion was also
examined and found to be much more suitable. Thus it was agreed
at a concregational meeting on iovember 3, 1957 to negotiate the

purchase of the piece of land “directly across from Britanny Drive."”
This was owned by Ottawa lydro* and was subsecuently bought
by iresbytery for the sum of 310,000,

Soon after Dr. Jothers~oon®s arrival a buildins committee
had been selected. In Ausust, after several meetings during which
it had the opportunity to examine and discuss »reliminary nlans
dravn un by :r. J. ialcolm ic.ean of icieen and lacohadyen, the
building committee accepted these in princinle and on ite
recommendation they were anproved by the congregation. A call
for tenders went out in the Svring and on iay 22, 195¢ a contract
was signed with the Alex I. Garvock Construction Comnany which
over the years had built several churches in the Uttawa Valley.
John Osborne, chairman of the Board of .anagers, and John Torrance,
who had recently taken over from .eith -‘alker as head of the
Buildine Committee, acted on behalf of the congresation. The
work was to be completed "as soon as possible.” <“he cost was

estimated 2% $107,000 subject, of course, "to additions and
deductions as nrovided in the Jeneral Conditions of the Contract.”

The first sod was turned on [ onday, iay 26 by Dr. .othersnoon.
The event was attended by about 150 »eonle and was recorded on
£ilm by Joe Francis. Construction bezan about four weeks later
and in spite of unexpected delays was sufficiently advanced for
the layinz of the corner stone on September 18.

Tiafore coming into the possession of Ottawa liydro this vronerty
belonzed to the Beechwood Cemetery. <“he present church driveway
was a gateway leading into the cemetery. Just behind the area
now used as a parking lot there once stood a house which was the
home of lirs. Hazel Fraser's rrandfather.
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This ceremony was performed by br. J. liciiab, i.oderator of the
deneral Assembly. & service was conducted by the Reverend

veace i.ontzomery of Ottawa iresbytery and the oresence of

3t, i artin's choir under the direction of Jeorce Silsby added to
the occasion.

Zyen before it was comnleted, the new church building
became a landmark in the community and attracted many favoursble
comments. The Building Committee, however, watched with a critical
eye .as the structure took shape, as did Dr. .otherspoon, who
frequently visited the site. 'The work of this particulsr committee
deserves more than passing mention. 1% consisted of nine members
includine representatives from the 3Jession, the Board of lanasers
and the conesresation, a number of whom were in one way or another
connected with the buildine trade. John Torrance, who arrived
from Scotland in the Sprine of 1957 with his wife and two young
sons to accept a2 vosition with the Canadian government as an
architect and who joined the small groun of worshippers in
lianor Park School was understandably co-onted as chairman of the
Buildine Committee. it was accented from the start that during
the construction of the church, John, and he alone, would maintain

close liaison with the architectural virm and throush it, with
the contractors. This arrangement worked exceptionally well.

‘mile various members of the Committee vigited the buildine site
from time to tine and came up with comments, cuestions and criticisms
these were always nassed along to the chairman who dealt with

them in the customary manner. Questions raiged by the congresation
or by the i'inister were handled in the same way. This mutually-
accented method of co-oweration was annreciated by the contractors
and was continued until the buildine was finished, the doors and
windows installed, the furniture in place and all deficiencies
corrected., Ileedless to say, John Porrance was a very busy man
during this period., iven SO he somehow found time to take on
another 3ob as chairman of the men's Club and on i‘ovember 23, in
company with .indsay 3rown, 0lifford . oore and John Alitken, was
inducted as an elder of the Church.
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About the time that St. Lartin's was ovened a wroverty
committee was formed under the chairmanshin first of John Brovm
and then of Bert .Jalsh. Its most pressing tasks were the
landscanine of the grounds and the construction of furniture
for the Sunday School. tuch of this work was done by l0ss iLunro
who worked on niszht shiftwith the Desartment of ilealth and Jelfare
and in the day time was to be found in the church basement
buildinz cunboards, benches and space dividers. The ironerty
Committee 2radually ‘took over from the Building Committee and
thourh John Torrance was not a member he was closely associated
with it until all the financial details of the contract were
settled.

It had been anticinated that the building would be finished
in time for the Zaster service but a delay in the ghioment of
window frames and ~lass held un work on the interior of the Church
and this was not to be. The date of comnletion was set back to
June and on June 11 John harrison, secretary of the 3Doard of

. anacers, informed the Ottawa .ublic School Board that "our own
church buildin~ will be onened on St. .aurent Boulevard on June 1€
and therefore the last day on which we shall require to use the
facilities of the School for our Sunday School and Church services
will be Sunday, June 1l%." A service of dedication was heléd on
the 1°th, a Thursday, the zuest nreacher being the Reverend J. C,
. clellsnd of !resbyterian Colleze in contreal. The first Sunday
service was held on June 21 with the Reverend A. L, PFarris of
Inox College in the nulpit. In the eveninz a snecial community
service was conducted by Dr, .iothersnoon with ir. Farris aszain
deliverinz the sermon and the Reverend Frank i.organ of i.ackay inited
Church assistinz. On these occasions, varticularly for the

morninz worshin, the church was filled to overcrowding with extra
chairs havine to be nlaced in the aisle — but it was not always
to be thus.

Zven with the sssistance they received from sresbytery the
buildinz of new churches was a bold venture for small and by no
means wealthy congrezations such as 3t. ertin's and St. David's.
+hen the sanctuaries were dedicated, St. David's in February 1958



-10-

and St. l'artin's about a year and a half later, each groun could
look back with 2 certain amount of satisfaction on a »eriod of
growth and achievement. IJach now had its ovn nlace of worshin
whereits various activities could be centered and from where it
could reach out to take a more resnonsible nart in Christian
service at home and sbroad =nd also make its presence felt in
its own community. On the other hand, they each had something
which they didn't have before — a sizeable debt. low to balance
their respective budgets in such a way as to meet their more
immediste financial obligations and to contribute their fair
share to the on-going work of the Church in the world was a
~roblem that challenged both congresations for the next decade.

The cost of the church on St. .aurent Boulevard came to
annroximately 5139,000 not includinz the land which was bought
and owned by .resbytery., This was covered by 2 loan at 5% percent
from the Bank of ova Scotiz taken out by the uxteneion Committee.
‘"he loan was reduced to about ;120,000 by a contribution from the
chureh building fund of $17,£57% — the result of special donations
and much hard work on the nart of the women's and men's grouvs.
in 1961 the ixtension Committee, throuszh its new cornoration, was
able to arrance for a mortgace of 88,000 to be amortized over
twenty years at 6% percent. This left an outstanding loan of
over 330,000, <he terms of repayment were not rigidly fixed
but .resbytery was committed to wayine it off in ten years while
the ccnoresation accented the responsibility for the interest
wayments and felt morally oblizated to hel»n .resbytery with its
extension fund by renaying as much of the loan as it could. It
was also responsible for meeting mortgaze nayments as they fell
due, On the whole, these arrangements were ~enerous enourh.
At the annual meeting in Jenuary 1959 the Board of .anasers, in
ex»lainine how the buildinc was to be financed, included=the
following comment in its report:

*Dependine on what sources are used some variation will be
found in these figures.-
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The Conzresation of 5t. iartin's should be aware that

the prozramme for financing our Chureh is being made
possible by the able adninistrative leadershin of the
.resbytery of Ottawa and by the sizeable giving of the
established Churches in the iresbytery to Church extension.

These sentiments were later echoed by :indsay Brown in an article
entitled "ihere the i.oney Came From" in the 1962 Laster edition
of the Burninz Bush:

e have paid our way in the n»ast and we home to do so
in the future. But besides thig, we should plan’in due
course to assune greater resnonsibility for our share
of the greater work of the Church at large. e have
not been able to do this as yet, but we must remember
that if the established churches in Ottawa had not
raised their sights above their own needs, St. iartin's
Church would not have been built.

“he higstory of the two churches over the next few years
was well summed up by Jack :acdonnell in 1976

Both consregations experienced continuing difficulties

... and tremendous efforts were made to roise additional

funds. ‘he ladies were indefatirable in their energetic

work. Deas and bazaars, rummage sales and bake'sales,

fashion shows and even baby-sittine were among the many

ventures tried — and reneated. The men did their stint

as well, from selling holly and Christmas treesg:to selling

ads for the Fashion Show »rogrammes. And then there were

dances and card parties.
The ladiees of St. Devid's snecialized in food caterine and their
services were much in demend by clubs and various other grouns
in the Overbrook area for banguets or dinners. The men also
became involved in this work. Svecial mention should be made
of the take-out dinners which were mut on by both congresations,
senarately, =2nd individually, on irey Cun day. This, of course,
was in those days when the Jrey Cud was traditionally nlayed on
Sstvrday. in nrenaration for the event every family in the area
was canvassed for orders znd when the day came everybody nitched
in. ‘here was always =z rush to get the dinners out on time and
enable those vwho were deliverinz thre "mealg on wheels" to get
back in time to see the last quarter of the game. iowever, it
didn't work out this way all the time. On one occasion at
3%, .artin's there was a bit of a panic when the chickens, thought
to be fresh, were delivered on Saturday morninge frozen solid.
Somehow they were thawed out but it was well after dark before
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the last of the dinners was delivered. St. David's also had

their moments of excitement. Some members of the concresation

well remember the day when the boxes, each containing two or

three nieces of chicken, home-baked annle pie and a few other
soodies, were all ready to be delivered when one of the ladies

who had been nacking boxes suddenly realized that when vacking

the first box she had been chewinz ~um but when she finished

her last box the zum had disawneared. A less conscientious nerson
misht not have given the matter another thouzht but supnosing

the oum had fallen into one of the boxes. It would be embarrassing
to say the least, if a customer comnlained of getting a used wad

of sum along with his chicken and apple pie, The lady, who

shall remain nameless, confessed her worst fears to her fellow
workers and they were none too leansed, they felt there was nothing
to do but onen every box. As might be imasined after the last

of the boxes had been examined and no gum found the lady in
question suddenly recalled that she had parked it on the back

of her wrist and there it was. It was now safe to begin
deliverinz the neatly oacked boxes 1o the hungry football fans.

At St. Hartin's, although the women of the church »redominated
at the take-nut suoners, irs. Ruth Purdy for examnle, both in
planning them and carrying them throurh, and lirs. iargaret Aitken
in looking after the publicity, two male members of the congreration
merit some mention. One is Zordon Dawkins. A man of many talents,
3ordon is nerhaps best knovm for his work in beautifying the
church zrounds, but in the early years of St. Fiartin's he was the
messing officer at the Rockcliffe Air Force Base and his exnerience
and expertise were much aspreciated. John Harrison also made a
contribution to these affairs. Renowned as a nroject manager
he carefully watched over the long assembly lines of cutters and
nackers and before any dinners were delivered, personally counted
the fingers and thumbs of all those who had helped with the carvine,
Fortunately, no digits were ever renorted missine. To quote
Jack l.acdornell a aln: - ' g

In the 1960's the Church iialls of both congregations were
busy, sometimes unable to handle all the activities. They
had their Youns FPeonle's Groups, which waxed and waned 28
such sroups do, their cubs and gcouts, cuides and brownies,
Zxnlorers and C.G.I.T. St, David's develoned a particularly
successful Boys' Brigade, besun by Charlie Connacher.
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As exvlained by Jack, some of these grouns have disappeared over
the years »nartly because of 2 seneral trend, »artly because of
a shortace of leaders and vpartly because of the very hish
turn-over in the areas served by both churches. :

There were some years when St. HMartin's lost almost a
third of their membershin» because of people movin~ away
.ees A hizh nercentave were in the Armed Forces or the
Foreign Service and subject to frequent transfers.
Fortunately, enoush Fresbyterians moved in to renlace
most of the losses.

Of course, this hiszh turn-over affected the membership of
the Session....(and) one finds that at St. llartin's the
congrezation was constantly inductin~ new ilders. Prior

to the uniting of the two churches in Sentember 1968

there were seven Elders, inducted in St. David's and
twenty-four in St. Martin's. And yet, when the two
Sessions were combined ... six Elders came from St. David's

and (only) twelve from St. liartin‘'s.

Until September 1266 St. David's and St. Martin's were
two senarate and indenendent conzreszations in the Ottawa Fresbytery.
The two ministers were knovm to a few members of each other's
church but there was no formal association between the two groups.
However, lir. Brown was due to retire in June 1966 and in the
months »receding this the question of findinz a replacement was
discussed by the Sesaion and Board of Lianazers. Owing to
fineneial difficulties the prospects of obtainine a new minister
were rather remote but in the Spring rumours were circulating
about the possibility of combining St. David's and St, Hartin's
under one minister — a solution which it was generally felt
would help St. Martin's as well as St. David's and take some
of the burden from FPresbytery.

On l.ay 12, 1966 this provwosal was discussed at some length
at a soecial meeting of St. David's Session held at the home
of lir. sand lirs, D, Hayman. It was then moved by iir. Hayman and
seconded by ir. Pinlay that "we agree to explore the possibility
of workinz with S5t. liartin's under a joint ¥inistry nroviding
the com»hlete autonomy of St. David's was assured and oroviding
4hat certain other conditions were congidered." One of the
conditions, understandably enouch, was that Sunday services
at St., David®s would not be held before 10:00 a.,m. But there
were, of course, more serious thouzhts on the minds of the elders
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and other members of the congresation as they contemplated the
future of their church on Donald Street.

The vproblems involved in bringing St. David's and
St. ilartin's tozether as a two-point charge under Dr. Wotherspoon
were discussed by the two ministers and then at a series of
hastily organized meetings in June between representatives
from the two congregations. At the third meeting, on June 165
a. satisfactory working agreement, including the financial
resnhonsibilities of each group, was arrived at to cover a
trial period extending from September 11, 1966 to January 31, 1967.
On June 19, following morning worship, a congregational meeting

at St. Martin's endorseda the »nronosal wholeheartedly and 2
similar meeting at St. David's did likewise. A letter from
John Aitken, Chairman of ‘the Board of lianazers of St{ Ilartin's
to his counterpart at St. David's, Douglas Spears, reveals
something of the spirit in which this new venture wag anproached:
I am delizhted to write to you concerning the sharing
of the services of a Minister between the Congregations
of St, David's and St. Martin's.... Please be assured
that we, at St. Martin's, welcome discussions at any
time concerning our mutual interests, and we are indeed
nleased to have the ownortunity to work more closely with
you., I am sure that both Congregations are mindful of
the substantial personal contribution that Dr. Wotherspoon
will make. Without that we could not embark on this
endeavour which holds so much wnromise for both conzregations
in continuinz to serve in our adjacent communities,

During July and Aucust of 1966 St. David's joined in
worship with Eastbrook United Church as had been the custom in
previous years, and in Sepntember Dr. Wotherspoon became their
minister. He »nreached at St. David's at 10:00 a.m. and at
St. lartin's at 11:15. He attended session meetings at both
churches and was nresent at as many board meetings as he had
time for. He vigited the sick and shut-insg of both his charges.
He Xke»t in close touch with the two szparate women's orcanizations
and was a willins and helpful counsellor both to his own
parishoners and to others who felt the need to tall to a minister.
As always there were weddings, funerals and baptisms. At
St. lartin's, other leaders not being available, he accepted the
resoonsibility of leadinz a newly-formed youngs people's group,
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It was a fairly heavy burden for one man yet both concregations
were well served and at their respective annual meetings in
January 1967 they moved recommendations that the two-point charge,
which was set up for a trial period only, be put on a permanent
basis, Followinz the zpproval of Presbytery this became

effective in [ebruary.

During the two years, from September 1966 to September 1968,
when Dr. Wothersmoon served them as a two-point charge the
congresations retained their separate identities but were drawn
more closely tosether in a number of ways. On Good Friday in
1067, for instance, the neonle of St, David's worshipved at
St, Martin's and on Good Friday in the following year St. artin's
congresation was invited to St. David's. In the suwmer months
s0int services were held at St. Martin's in July and at St, David's
in August and in July 1968, when Dr. ilotherspoon was invited to
preach in Bermuda, the services were conducted by the elders of
the two groups on three occasions and by St. David's Boys' Brizade
on the last Sunday in July. It was also azreed that the two
conerezations could be represented at iresbytery meetings by only
one elder; lir. D, Hayman of St. David's being the first to act
in this canacity. Joint piénics at Gracefield Centre were
another example of the friendly relationship between Dr. Wothersnoon's

two separate parishes.

In the Sprine of 1968, it was revorted that the Ottawa
Collesiate Board was »lanning to build a new technical school in
Overbrook and favoured the site on Donald Street where St. David's
was loczted. These rumours were soon confirmed and in June
discussions were beins held between the Colleziate Board on one
hand, amd Ottawa Pregbytery and 5%. David's on the other, the
church being revresented by lir, Peter Finlay and Iir. Robert Coleman.
The end result was an offer by the Colileziate Board to nurchase
the church vroperty for $105,000 with occuvancy by October 1, 106°2.
St, David's was under no obligation to accent thig offer even
thoush it was considered to be quite generous. iiad they pressed
the matter the Colleziate Board might have settled for half the
lot, which was a rather large one, thus leaving the church intact.
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However, given their financial difficulties, and those of

St, Martin's, the friendly relationship between the two
congregations and some quiet nudeing by Presbytery, there was
- no doubt what the decision would be.

The various threads in the situation were quickly drawn
together at a joint congregational meeting following a combined
serviece at St. David's on Sunday, August 18, The situation was
reviewed by Dr. Wotherspoon and after some discussion it was
moved by Bob Coleman "That the Congregation of St. David's
recommend to the Presbytery of O0ttawa that they should conclude
the proposed sale with the Colleciate Institute Board under the
terms of offer of purchase made by them.” The motion, seconded
by lir. Russell Wright, was carried. A formal invitation to
St. David's to unite with St. lartin's as one congregation was
then made by Jack ilacdonnell and when this was favourably
received it was agreed that a resolution be addressed to Presbytery
asking for the amalzamation to be made. After some discussion
as to preserving the name of St, David's, it was moved by
Georze Fraser of St. Martin's and seconded by Russell Wright of
St. David's that Presbytery be asked to name the new congregation
“S4, David and St. Martin Presbyterian Church."

At the last meeting of the Kirk Session of St. David's,
held on September 3, 1968, Dr. Wotherspoon announced that the
sale of the church had been completed, that Presbytery had
approved the proposed amalg rsmation and that as requested the
name would be St. David and St. Martin Presbyterian Church.
It was then decided that the last service to be conducted in
St, David's Church would be a communion service on Sunday

September 15.

In the sale of the chureh the representatives of St. David's
asked for two conditions from Presbytery. One wag that nart of
the proceeds zo towards liquidating their own loan and the other
wae that the money received from the gale of the land, which was
gold senarately from the building, should be applied %o St. Martin's
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The sum realized was 316,498 whlch reduced St. wartin's loan
from 325,213.42 as at the end of 1968 to $8,715.42., The
saving in interest payments at six and one half nercent was
another bonus. The mortgage on the I;anor Park church, which
at that time stood 2t $69,000 was not directly affected but
the nrospect of meeting the payments without incurring large
deficits now looked more promising. '

Another interestine asmect about the sale of the church
nronerty was that the furnishings were offered to Trinity
Pregbyterian Church in Anherstview at a price very much below
cost. A deleration of six persons from St., David's attended
the ovenlnc services a2t Trinity at which 2 svecial mention
was made for this very welcome sunport. &ater, in 1976, the -
communion set used by St. David's was donated to St. Andrew's
Church in Spencerville.

On September 15 a gspecial service was held in the church
on St. Laurent Boulevard to unite the two congregations under
the name of ¢, David and St. Martin Presbyterian Church, Within
a short time the various groups from St. David's — the Sunday
Sehool, the choir, the Women's Guild, the Session and the
Board of lianagers had ‘merzed with those from St. liartin's.
The result was a revitalized church. The presence of St. David's
was felt in a number of ways. The choir, for instance was
strensthened by new members and at the end of the year
I'rs., Joan David became the oreanist and choir leader succeeding
lrs., 2ertrude Holden of St. lMartin's. The Boys' Brigade, which
had been started by Charlie Connacher at St. David's and now
under the leadershin of ieorge LicGowan, took nart in church
services from time to time, which added considerable interest
nartlcularly since Boy Scout and Cub activities at St. lazrtin's
had been discontinued owing to lack of leaders and scarcity of
youn: boys. After the smalgamation there was a noticeable increase
in the number of younsz adults attending church services which,
of course, was very encouraplno. The youns neonle had their
ovn organization, carried out a number of very worthwhile projects

and from time to time conducted church services.
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All in 211 the amalramation has been very successful. This
was mainly due to Dr., Wothersnoon's leadershipn but members from
both conzregations worked hard to make it a success. There are
many names that could be mentioned but at the congregational
meetinz on February 11, 1969 it was noted that "The Chairman of
the Doard of liana~ers, lir. Josh Furney, and the Properiy Committee
Chairman, lir. Roy Dobson, accepted additional workloads and duties
4o maze our union so successful and for this we thank them."

Later in the year the amalgamation was commemorated when the
corner stones of the two churches were placed in the sanctuary
in May, and azain in September when a gnecial service was held
with the Reverend H., Brown as guest spealer.

After the merrer the consresation continued Lo rrow,
True to form every year saw the inevitable exodus of some
narishoners dbut new members were arriving to talke thelir place.
Between 1965 and 1900 approximately 150 new names were added %o
the Communion Role — mos%t of them by transfer of membership from
another church., Others joined by confession of faith and the
total number of new members exceeded the number of those leaving
vy = considerable margin. They were drawn from the length and
breadth of the regional munieipality — from Kanata to Cumberland
— and in one way and another made their impact on the congregation,
Writine in 1976, Jack Macdonnell save a vivid account of the
georrashical distribution of the parishoners:

There are members livinz as far west as Bell's Corners,

and as far east as Orleans and even Cumberland. They

are found in Rockeliffe Park, River View, Sandy Hill,
Alts Vista, the Cummings Avenue area, Beacon Hill and

Taokburn amlet. There are enoush members living in
the last nemed, Blackburn Hamlet, that two elders are
required to cover that area. O course the areas mentioned
are in addition to the immediate surroundings of the present
church and the area in which St. David's was situated.
It mizht be added that amons the new nenbers who joined St. David
and S%. llartin Fresbyterian Church during these years were sSome
very capable leaders wlio became involved in the work of the Sunday
School, the Board of ilanagers, the women's orzanizations and the

Session — may their numbers increase.
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In December 1970 sonmethinz new occurred in the temnoral
affairs of the church, The treasvrer, I, Georce Fraser,
forecast 'a balance of over $1,000 =2t the end of the year with
211 1270 obli-ations met. After more than ten years of defiecit
budretineg this was ~oed news. It was made still better by the
receint of a cheaue from the Hursery School for a similar amount.”
The turn of our financizl situation tris~ered some lively
discussion”, Dave Willis, the Bosrd secretary recorded in the
minvtes. This culminated in a notion by &d Camnbell, seconded
by Len Van der Zwan, that $1,500 of the balance be used to reduce
the Extension Committee bank loan and the reuainder be csrried
over to neet exmenses coming 1 in the new year. Ag a result
the loan, which then amounted to 356,213.50 was reduced to
B4,713.50.

Althoush this seemed to mark a turnins »Hoint in the
financial orcoblems of St. David and St. Martin, the trend continued
%o be one of up's and dovm's. The days of worryin~ whether there
would be enoush noney in the dbank to Hay the minister's stinend
were =t 2n end, or so it apresred, but the finzncial commitiee
wes still concerned as to whether it would be able to nmeet the
mortraze wayaments, still ruwming at about 38,000 a year and
pnay off a vortion of the loan. There was also a comnitment to
iresbytery for extension work and minor contributions to
Grocefield Camp, the Bible Society and charitable causes at
hone and abroad. The necessary funds were found throusgh more
~enerous ~ivin~ a'izmented by money from the lNurgery School,
women's or-anizations and special donations from warishoners and
others ouvtside the concresation. The cost of neintaining the
building in ~ood renair, however, was bezimning to mount up, a
fzet which weished heavily with oroperty manazers, even if
others weve not go aware, ond suvrnlus funds couvld always be put
10 Z00d use,

The finsnecial position of the church was altered dramatically
in the sunmer of 197% when 1t was made knovm that St, David's
and St. inrtinte had each been naned as =2 beneficiary in the
estate of the late Iir. ifugh 3ralam who died in December 1973.
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IMr. Graham, a member of Xnox Presbyterian Church Ffor almost
sixty years, had been elected to the Board of lianasers in 1915
when he was only twenty-six years of are., He served as its
chairman for a nunber of years =2nd also beecane an ordained elder,
Emnloyed in the construction indusiry he eventually becane
president and manazer of the Alex I. Garvock Company which was
involved in the construction of =z number of Cttawa churches
ineluding the oresent Knox Church, St. Stephen's, Westninster

and 5%. llartin's. Renowmed for his philanihromy and hiz devotion

to causen that he felt to be risht, he left menerous beqgueats
to all Fresbyterisn churches in the city =g w2ll ag to charitable

orzanizations., The bequest to St. Devid and S%. liartin amounted
to over 20,000,

What to do with this money presented the consresation
with a problem in Christian stewardship quite different from
thrt of wrestling with »nerennial deficite as it hiad done in the
»ast. There were nany sugzestions as to how the vequest should
be uged but the general consensus seemed to favour the sound
advice ziven in the porable of tie five tolents, lintthew 25:27 (RsV),
"Then you ouzht %o have invested my money with the bankers, and
at ny couing I should have received what wes my own with interest.®
Thus the Graham bequest was invested and the roceeds used to
suoport rojects adproved by the consresation, Sometines the

o

unds 2re voted directly and sometimes as a loan to be »aid back

[ =

from church receipnts. The list of nrojects is now = Tairly lons
one but a few examples will show what is bein- rccomnlisied,

In 1974 the Board of Ianagers were peraitted %o use $1,789,00
from the fund Yo »ay off the cxtension bank loan. In 1978

one thousand dollars was Ziven %o assist the congreration of

St. Andrew's in Spencerville to rebuild after their church was
destroyed by fire., One thousand dollzrs was also donated

%o world missions snd five hundred dollars went towards

mission work in Paiwan.
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in 1978

1 Arlene Randall (Hission field in Nigeria)

2 Diane Petrie (iiission field in Taiwan)
3 Advance Training Fund in Nigeris

4 ilotorcycles for minisiers in iHelowl
Home hissions

5 Flora House, Winninez

5 Native work, Prince Albert

Wielfare Projects

7 Flood disaster in India
6 Assistance for widowed ministers' wives

Educational irojects

9 Literature for Taiwan tribal people
10 French outreach in Canadea

11 Scholarshins for theolosy students
of the Hunsarian Reformed Church

Community Projects

12 Renairs for Camp Bitobi

13 Presbyterian Record for nenitentiary
1ibraries in Ontario

$250.00

250,00
190.00

100,00

200,00
200,00

150,00

150.00

100.00
100,00

100,00

100.00

67.00
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In January 1971, in keeping with recormendations made by
Fresbytery, three new congrerational committees, liission and
Outreach (renlacing the Evanselism Committee), Nurture and
Worship (rewlacinz the Christian Education Committee) and
Policy and Plannine were formed by the Kirk Sesgion. A fourth
committee, which was also w»art of this froup was that of
Finance and llaintenance already in being as the Board of lanagers.
These committees corresnonded to similar ones set up in Presbytery
to which each of the new committees sent a representative. One
of the main nurposes of the re-organization was to provide =
greater deszree of co-ordination between the najor activities of
St. David and St. lartin and those of Fresbytery and its other
churches which had also adonted the committee system. From the
viewnoint of the session and the congregation another important
purpose of the new committees was to relieve the minister of at
least some of his considerable burden in initiating and directing
church projects.®

The names of the various committees sugvest their function.
Folicy and :lanning takes care of the rezular on-goines activities
of the church makine sure that none is neglected and, looking
shead, makes vrovision for special events. #ershin and Hurture
assists Dr. Wotherspoon in planning and conductin~ special
services, suoervises the church school and religious education
renerally. lMNission and Outreach explores new opportunities for
Christian service in the local community, the nation and the
world and decides in which vrojects of this nature St. David and
St. lartin could and should participate. Although each of the
committees has its own sneeial funetion they are 211 inter-related
to a certain extent. DNNone onerates exclusively in 2 given aresa,
the boundaries overlap and it is not unusual for one nerson to
serve on two or more of these committees. Leadershin comes from
the Kirlk Session, and sc, too, do some of the members but it
was realized early on that the system would not work effectively
without representation from the congregation, the ilomen's Agssociation,

TRGT ail of the ohurch activities are conducted throuch these
comnittees but a zZood nercentage of them are.
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the Sunday School, the choir, the Young People's Group and the
Bible Study Group.

One of the problems with which Policy and Planning and
Hission and Outreach had to contend was the large number of
requests they received both from outside, mainly throush Fresbytery,
and also from within the congresation. These had to be screened
to determine their validity in terms of Christian service before
being commended to the conzrezation. Policy and Planning makes
recommendations in regard to special collections to such
organizations as the Bible Society and the Szlvation Army and
requests for aid to disaster areas. Folicy and Flanning is
also responsible for renorting to the session how the funds
which the congresation contributes directly to Preshytery for
nwome and overseas extension work (about $10,000 in 1980; is spent.
This committee is orobably best knowvn for its efforts in planning
special events. In 1973, for examvnle, it set un a srecial
Centennial Comnittee under Don surdy +o work with other churches
in commemorating the Hundredth Anniversary of the Presbyterian
Church in Canada. The highlizhis of this occasion included a
mass service at the Ottawa Civie Centre, a noster contest, the
distribution of communion tokens to pupils of the church school
and communicant members and also a small card which explained
how they were used in by-gone days. The church school also
contributed $65.00 towards the cost of furnishing a room in
the Children's Hospital, 2 nroject undertaken by all the children
of Fresbytery. In 1976 Bob Funston was chosen to head a committee
to make nlans and preoarations for the obgervance of the
twentieth anniversary of our church and in the fall of 1980
Don Purdy wag aslked to be chairman of a committee to celebrate
the twenty-fifth anniversary in lay 1981 when the mortgage will
have been paid off.

The first efforte of the Mission and Outreach Committee,
originally under the direction of lr. W. H. Brown, were fellowship
visits to parishoners. Another early undertaking, initiated by
Josh Purney and Russ Wrisht, was the tane recording of church
services which has been much appreciated by those who have been
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shut-in by sickness or ill health and also by our missionaries
overgeas. iiission and Outreach was also instrumental in
establishing a bursary at Ewart College to be lnown as "the

St. Devid and St. Miartin Presbyterian llemorial Bursary". 1t is
financed through the lemorial Fund which was established by

the session in Sepntember 1979 to provide an opportunity for
bereaved families and friends to contribute to a memorial that

will e a lasting testimony of the Church's witness to Jesus Christ.,
S5till another responsibility of Mission and Outreach is to make

o

recommendstions resarding the distribution c¢f the interest from
the Hugh Graham Bequesi Fund.,

A workine committee that grew out of Mission and Outreach
was the Vietnam Refugee Committee. Although the congresation

had contributed to refugee relief on a number of different
occasions it wes never with the same dezree of feelinzg and

generosity =s in the case of Vietnam. As Lloyd Robertson commented
in the FPresbyterian Record in April 1979, the plizht of the
refusees in Indo-China presented Christians with "a clean-cut

issue, z clear matter of conscience" and in response the
Presbyterian Church in Canada took the lead in developing a
sponsorshiy prosramme throuzh and by individual churches.
St, David and St. lMartin was one of these.

In Octoher 1970 it was azreed to svonsor =z family of refusees,
a comnittee was formed under the direction of John Osborne and
over $11,000 was pledged by individual members of the congregation
nlus donations of furniture, bedding and miscellaneous household
items., Mr, Osborne and those who worked with him were tireless
in their efforts, putting in many hours to ensure that everything,
including an apartment equipped with all the eassentials, would
be in readiness for the family and after their arrival, kept in
close touech with them, providing them with much needed morale
and finanecial support in getting established in their new home.
A most interestin~ summary of the committee's work, and the
familyts vrobleme, was nregented at the annual meetine in January 1981

Thutaced ng Al oonendix.
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In December 1980, St. David and St. Nartin was invited by
Presbytery to ansnoint an assessor elder to the interim session
of Grace Presbyterian Church which was beinz formed in Orleans.
That the congregation was singled out for this sneclal duty may
be taken as in indication that it had, as it were, come of age.

It had weathered enoush storms and broven itself in various ways
and was now at a point where it was deemed capzble of giving

sniritual snd temvoral guidance to others. It was quite by
coincidence, and slso most approvriate, that this call should
come on the eve of the twenty-fifth anniversary for it recalls
those days in 1956 when assessor elders from older consregations

had been anpointed to help S5t. David's and St. Martin's gzet
started in the richt direction. The elder who was selected to

work with Grace was Ron Welke and when hig term of duty there
was compnleted, St. David and St. flartin presented the new
church with a pulnit 2ible.

As the conereszation looks back over ite first twenty-five
years it has much to be thankful for. Althoush not what might
be called a well-established church, it is no longer a strugsling
church as it once was. It is able to meet its immediate finsncial
oblizations without 2 crisis in deficit finmncing and in the nast
few years hag accented and responded »nositively to new challenzes
of Chrigtian service in the community and the world about us.
Its varioue organizations — the Sunday School, the Women's Association;

the choir, the Session, and the Board of lianagers are carrying

on sniendid work. I this zeal and loyalty is carried forward
there is little to fear as St. David and St. Martin Presbyterian
Church enters a new quarter century in its history. In consgidering
the nosition of the church at this time we should be especially
srateful to the founding members who can be justifiably proud

of what their initial eiforts havé wrouzht, to the Ottawa
Presbytery for its guidance over the years arid to the Minister

who has led us through some difficult years into greener pastures.
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